March 16, 2016
i

Sound Transit Board

c/o Board Administrator
401 S. Jackson Street

Seattle, WA 98104-2826
Dear Sound Transit Board:

We are writing to you prior to the release of the draft system plan to emphasize the investments that

need to be in the ST3 package to adequately serve Kirkland, the Eastside, and the region.
The City of Kirkland supports the intensive capital option of E-02,1-405 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). This
option must include an in line transit station on 1-405 at NE 85th Street (E-02cl), as well as transit
service along NE 85th Street (E-02c2) that links Downtown Kirkland to 1-405 and to Downtown
Redmond.

In addition, Kirkland supports candidate project E-06, BRT on Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) from Kirkland
to Bellevue.

Kirkland's analysis shows that BRT on the Cross Kirkland Corridor (CKC) is significantly less

expensive than light rail, provides much more flexible service, including the ability to directly serve
Downtown Kirkland, and can be integrated with Metro Transit service to provide much higher ridership
than light rail. Just as importantly, BRT on Kirkland's segment of the ERC, known as the Cross Kirkland
Corridor best addresses the impacts of transit raised by Kirkland residents through Kirkland's extensive
public outreach process. These concerns include noise, emissions, visual and environmental impacts,

safety of pedestrians and cyclists, retaining the ability to traverse the CKC east-west throughout its
length, and preserving the neighborhood look and feel of the CKC. Electric BRT service can mitigate the
concerns of our community; light rail cannot.
On March 1, three members of our City Council met with Sound Transit Board members John

Marchione, Claudia Balducci, Fred Butler and with Board Chair Dow Constantino. During that discussion,
the Sound Transit Board members communicated that the Board would not support BRT on the CKC and
that Kirkland should accept light rail instead. No formal analysis of why BRT is not the most costeffective service for Kirkland and the region has been provided to us by Sound Transit.
Kirkland supports light rail expansion in the region, just not along the CKC. The CKC is unique as it is the
only corridor being evaluated for light rail that is not along a major arterial or highway. The railbanked
status of the CKC also requires that a trail exist on the corridor, which is not the case with any other
potential light rail investment. The popular interim trail includes many neighborhood access points and
crossings independent of road intersections. Safety requirements for light rail would re-establish a
barrier.
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